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Dy commissioner 
of GST suspended
CHENNAI:  The Finance  
Ministry has suspended B Bala-
murugan, deputy commission-
er, Goods and Service Tax, fol-
lowing disciplinary proceedings 
contemplated against him. He 
was suspended two days prior 
to his retirement.

“During the period of  sus-
pension, headquarters of  B 
Balamurugan will be the office 
of  Principal Chief  Commis-
sioner of  GST, Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry Zone, Chennai,” 
the order stated.

“Deputy commissioner  
will not leave the headquarters 
without obtaining prior  
p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  
competent Authority,” the or-
der stated. 

Temple is not a picnic or tourist spot: HC
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

THE government’s sympathy 
and worry were “misplaced”, 
the judge said as allowing a 
non-Hindu, who declines to 
follow the customs and prac-
tices of  Hindu religion, in-
side a temple would actually 
affect the rights and senti-
ments of  a large number 
of  Hindus who prac-
tise the faith reveren-
tially. “The temple is 
not a picnic spot or 
tourist spot. While 
admiring the archi-
tectural monuments, 
people cannot use the premis-
es as a picnic spot. The tem-
ple premises ought to be 
maintained with reverence 
and as per agamas,” Justice S 
Srimathy said. 

Though the government 
cited that certain temples 

like the shrine of  Bibi Nachi-
yar in Srirangam Ranganath-
aswamy temple, which per-
mits non-Hindus inside 
temples would be affected by 
the prohibition, the judge 
said the examples rather sup-
port the petitioner’s case 
than the government’s argu-
ment. “If  any person is an ar-

dent devotee of  any dei-
ty then Hindus would 
respect them and 
make them as Nachi-
yar or Bakthas. Ini-
tially, they would be 

allowed after taking an 
undertaking as stated 

and later on they would be 
treated as Hindus and finally 
revered as Nachiyar or Nay-
anmar or Bakthas. Both the 
Tamil Nadu Temple Entry 
Authorisation Act, 1947, and 
HR and CE Act prohibit non-
Hindus from entering Hindu 

temples, she said. Citing a re-
cent news report about a 
group of  non-Hindus at-
tempting to pray with their 
‘sacred book’ before the sanc-
tum sanctorum at the Meen-
akshi Sundareswarar temple, 
the judge said such incidents 
affect the fundamental rights 
of  Hindus, who have funda-
mental right to profess their 
religion freely without inter-
ference. “Non-Hindus cannot 
be allowed inside the temple 
but if  the faith is established 
by non-Hindus, then an ex-
emption is granted to the said 
non-Hindu to become a be-
liever of  the Hindu faith,” 
she said, adding the govern-
ment cannot make this ex-
emption as a rule. The peti-
tioner claimed that a group 
of  non-Hindus argued with 
the temple staff  to enter the 
temple premises.

Suo motu case on TN ministers: SC seeks HC registrar’s report
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court in a recent 
order has questioned the suo 
motu powers of  a judge of  the 
Madras High Court in initiat-
ing suo motu proceedings to re-
store series of  corruption cases 
against sitting and former 
ministers.

The apex court division 
bench headed by Justice 
Hrishikesh Roy and compris-

ing Justice Prashant Kumar 
Mishra asked the Madras HC 
registrar general to file a de-
tailed response by February 5.

It also wanted to know wheth-
er prior approval of  the high 
court’s Chief  Justice was ob-
tained before exercising such 
suo motu jurisdiction. The top 
court also asked the registry to 
apprise it as to what is the juris-
diction of  the single-judge of  
the Madras HC, Justice N 
Anand Venkatesh, who had 

passed a series of  suo motu re-
vision orders to restore corrup-
tion cases against six minis-
ters, including  Minister for 
Revenue and Disaster Manage-
ment KKSSR Ramachandran 
and Minister for Human Re-
source Management Thangam 
Thennarasu.

The SC was hearing an ap-
peal filed by Ramachandran, 
challenging the suo motu pro-
ceedings against their dis-
charge in an alleged dispropor-

tionate assets cases by trial 
courts. Both the ministers had 
last week moved the top court. 
Both the ministers were 
charged with amassing wealth 
disproportionate to their 
known sources of  income, 
which they have denied.

The Virudhunagar principal 
district court had in July last 
discharged three persons, in-
cluding Ramachandran and his 
wife Aadhilakshmi in a DA 
case registered against them in 

2011.
One month later, Justice 

Venkatesh initiated a suo motu 
revision against Ramachan-
dran and Thennarasu in DA 
cases against them.

Justice Venkatesh had also 
passed individual orders 
against two detailing the rea-
sons for the revision and issued 
notice to the accused. Thennar-
asu and Ramachandran were 
acquitted by the special court 
in the DA case.

PARTING SHOT 
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199 agro met 
units across 
India to be shut
Set up by IMD and ICAR, these units were 
providing weather forecast to farmers

H E M A N T  K U M A R  R O U T 
@ Bhubaneswar

IN a move that may have far-
reaching implications on farm-
ers, the Centre has decided to 
immediately shut down district 
agro met units (DAMUs) set up 
across 199 districts of  the 
country.

A joint initiative of  the India 
Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) and 
Indian Council of  Ag-
ricultural Research 
(ICAR), the DAMUs 
have been function-
ing at Krishi Vigyan 
Kendras (KVKs) since 
2018. 

The IMD, in a re-
cent communication 
to ICAR, made it clear 
that DAMUs will not function 
beyond the current fiscal. “Dis-
trict agro met units will not be 
extended beyond the current 
financial year 2023-24. Neces-
sary action for discontinuation 
of  services of  the units and 
winding up the existing 199 
centres need to be taken in such 
a way that all dues of  salary as 
well as other expenses are 
cleared before end of  the finan-
cial year,” said the letter ac-
cessed by TNIE.

Apart from disseminating 
weather forecast, the DAMUs 

provide agro meteorological 
service advisory to farmers - 
from sowing to harvest as well 
as ground-level area specific so-
lutions in both local and Eng-
lish languages benefiting lakhs 
of  farmers.  

There were 130 agro met cen-
tres functioning under agricul-
ture universities across the 
country to provide weather 

forecast to farmers at 
the district level. In 
2018, the ICAR collab-
orated with the IMD 
to expand agro met 
advisory service net-
work to block levels 
after the advance-
ment of  observation-
al network and fore-
casting technology. 

Altogether 199 dis-
trict units were set up at KVKs 
including 110 aspirational dis-
tricts through Agricultural 
Technology Application Re-
search Institute as part of  
Gramin Krishi Mausam Seva 
launched under Atmospheric 
and Climate Research Model-
ling Observing System and 
Services by the Ministry of  
Earth Sciences. It was decided 
to set up 530 DAMUs covering 
all districts of  country by year 
end which is why the decision 
to shut them down has come as 
a bolt from blue for farmers. 

District agro met 
units will not be 

extended beyond 
the current financial 

year 2023-24 

IMD

No SC relief for Ponmudy
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi 

THE Supreme Court has re-
fused interim stay on three-
year jail sentence of  former 
DMK minister K Ponmudy and 
his wife P Visalakshi in a dis-
proportionate assets case. 

The apex court’s two-judge 
bench headed by Abhay S Oka 
and Ujjal Bhuyan passed the or-
der on Monday on an appeal 
filed by the couple. A detailed 
order is awaited. 

The top court also issued no-
tice to Directorate of  Vigilance 
and Anti-Corruption asking it 
to reply to Ponmudy’s appeal 
within four weeks.

The couple approached the 
Supreme Court on January 3, 
challenging their conviction by 
the Madras High Court in a 
`1.75-crore disproportionate as-
sets case.

Advocates Agarwala and 

Pulkit Tare had filed special 
leave petitions challenging the 
conviction and sentence. They 
also sought a stay on the court 
order and exemption from 
surrendering. 

On December 22 last year, the 
Madras High Court sentenced 
the two in the case. Justice G 
Jayachandran had held the 
couple guilty under the Preven-
tion of  Corruption Act, 1988, 
and imposed a fine of  `50 lakh 
on each of  them.

The court, however, granted 
the couple one month to sur-
render before the trial court, 
keeping in view their age and 
other factors. Following the 
conviction, Ponmudy  stood 
disqualified as legislator in ac-
cordance to the Representation 
of  the People Act. 

He claimed that the case 
against him was filed out of  
vengeance by the previous AI-
ADMK regime.

Deputy CM DK Shivakumar said the governor has 
rejected recommendation for promulgation of an 
Ordinance on use of Kannada on signboards and 
asked the government to pass it in the Assembly

ORDINANCE 
REJECTED

To address rights, welfare of 
trans individuals in TN
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE judge lauded the government saying the unveiling of  the 
policy is a “commendable stride” towards recognising and ad-
dressing the rights and welfare of trans and intersex individuals 
in the state. The policy underscores a notable commitment to em-
powerment and inclusivity, articulating detailed rights related to 
movement, property, and public office for the LGBTQ+ 
community.

The ambitious objectives of  the policy reflect a conscientious 
effort to create an enabling environment and expand outreach 
activities. The emphasis on combating discrimination and vio-
lence against sexual and gender minorities, alongside the push 
for sensitisation across various groups signals a commendable 
endeavour to eradicate societal biases, the judge said. 
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